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Review of Draft Script: 

Climate Change and Fire 
(Scott Rupp & Jennifer Barnes) 

 
9/22/11 

 
The Process:  I briefly reviewed the draft script for this vodcast when it arrived, and 
then spent an additional 2 hours going through the script in detail a few days later, using 
a modified think-aloud protocol.  This process included jotting down all top-of-mind 
comments as they occurred to me, regardless of their potential value.  The process 
continued with further review/analysis and compilation of the think-aloud comments.  
This document is the final written summary of that process. 
 
Limitations:  The script for this vodcast is brief and includes primarily written narrative, 
with an accompanying verbal description of some likely visual images.  This review is 
also brief, and includes comments that reflect my personal experience with the script, in 
combination with my background in instructional design and the evaluation of informal 
learning.  None of these findings/recommendations have been triangulated with 
additional respondents or reviewers. 
 
Reading the Brief:  In this review, I will refer to cell numbers.  Because it was 
necessary to include the attached script as a jpg file (see Appendix A), no cell numbers 
are included on the script.  The numbering convention I used is as follows: 
- Each row has two cells, e.g. the first row first cell is cell 1A, second row first cell is 

cell 2A, second row second cell is cell 2B, etc.  
- All mention of C cells refers to comments. 
 
Reflections and Recommendations:  In brief, the comments listed below include the 
following recommendations: (a) Revise the intended outcomes; (b) Tell a story; (c) Help 
viewers make a personal connection; (d) Explain unfamiliar terms and concepts; (e) 
Include maps; and (f) Include suggestions to help visitors stay involved. 
 
Specific reflections and recommendations are as follows: 
 
1. Overall:  Fire is a compelling topic with vivid imagery.  It will likely prove popular with 

viewers.   
 
2. Overall:  In numerous cells, place names are mentioned.  Suggest including 

graphics of maps to give context to these otherwise unfamiliar locales. 
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3. Overall:  There may be confusion among viewers about whether fire is actually good 
or bad.  Some folks may be familiar with the idea of seasonal fire being necessary 
for rejuvenating some environments and some parks letting wildfires burn.  Are all 
the changes (in Arctic fires) brought about by climate change bad?   

 
4. Overall:  Whereas there is a lot of discussion about how things have changed over 

time, it’s not always clear how these changes relate to fire.  For example, if it’s true 
that “instead of just raining, it pours” (8B), then surely this would mean that more 
fires get put out more quickly.  It’s also unclear what starts a fire, which is a question 
viewers will likely have.  At some point it might be helpful to have a verbal “equation” 
something like: wind + fuel + something to ignite it = fire.  Changes to any part of 
this equation will effect the size, location, and frequency of fires in the Arctic.  (This 
is just an example.  I’m not suggesting this exact content as I’m not an expert in this 
area.) 

 
5. page 1: Intended outcomes. The five bulleted items included after “…viewers will:” 

list the general topics that will be covered, but they don’t explain what viewers will 
learn, feel, or do.  For example, it’s not clear what about “fire in the Arctic” they will 
learn.  Suggest including verbs as the introduction to each of the bullet points, for 
example: “…become aware of the devastating effects of fire in the Arctic,” or 
“…become more interested in climate change and how it affects the Arctic,” or 
“develop an appreciation for the job that fire fighters do.”  Being specific with the 
intended outcomes lets everyone be clear about what is hoped for. 

 
6. Numerous places: It appears from the script that many fires have their own 

“personalities” and become known as unique entities, for example, “the Anaktuvik 
River fire,” “the Chapman Creek fire,” or “the Moose Mountain fire.”  It seems that 
there might be interesting stories here.  For example, while it is unclear what is 
intended for the opening of this video (cells 1A and 1B), suggest starting off with 
footage of one such unique fire, naming it, and telling its story, e.g. “It was just a 
sunny day, and no one expected it, but all of a sudden, there it was.  One of the 
things that made Moose Mountain such an amazing fire was….”  Then segue into 
something about how these large scale fires are increasing, and there are people 
who are trying to understand why.   

 
7. Numerous places:  There are a number of unfamiliar acronyms and concepts that 

will likely be confusing for many novice viewers, including: UAF (3B), lake coring 
studies (4B, 10B, 10C), fire return intervals (4B), moss and duff layers (7B), fire 
vortex (8C), boreal forest (10B), tundra (10B), the North Slope (11B), modeling 
(12B), prescribed fires (12B), etc. These terms will need explanation so viewers will 
feel comfortable with the material. In addition, the repeated use of the term fuel to 
refer to vegetation will also likely be confusing, even though it is explained briefly at 
one point.  For example “As the snow melts off, the fuels can dry out” (7B).   

 
8. Numerous places:  Some of the narrative is academic and might benefit by adding 

examples to help visitors make more personal connections.  For example, in 4B it 
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states, “In several studies, as the vegetation types have changed, the frequency of 
fires in an area has also changed. (More info on this: black and white spruce 
became dominant in Alaska just in the past 10K years).” Adding information about 
the specific species is helpful, but it’s not clear what the implication is.  Did the 
number of fires increase or decrease?  And why?  How would this be like something 
a viewer is familiar with? Perhaps something in their neighborhood, or fireplace? 

 
9. Cell 7B:  “What’s the problem with an early spring is an excellent question?” and 

gets at relevance.  
 
10. Overall:  Consider including some reference to other vodcasts, blogs, or online 

sources to remind people that watching this vodcast isn’t the end of the road.  For 
example, a suggestion such as “This is covered in more detail in the vodcast on….” 
or “Be sure to go to the Frontier Scientist website and ask a scientist.”  This is 
referred to as “not dead-ending the viewer.” 

 
11. It’s unclear how the vodcast will end.  The ending is currently rather abrupt, but it will 

be important to somehow bring it back to climate change in the Arctic and what the 
future holds. 
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Appendix A 
DIG: Climate Change & Fire 
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